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Studio POLICY 
Founded in 1994, Studio Voltaire actively promotes the creation, presentation and access to contemporary art practice through our Exhibition, Education and Studio Programmes.  The organisation is committed to widening access to contemporary art and to harnessing art as a vehicle for further education and learning.  Studio Voltaire provides a much-needed resource of affordable studios to London-based artists who support our core mission and artistic policy.  Our key objective is to create a supportive and critical atmosphere to develop diverse artistic practices. 

Studio Voltaire is a Limited Company and became a registered charity (no. 1082221) in 2001.  All studio members must adhere to the objects and values of Studio Voltaire as set out in the charity’s constitution. 

Studios are administered by Studio Voltaire’s management team and governed by the Directors of the Company who act dually as the Board of Trustees of the Charity. 

Membership
Studio Voltaire is a membership organisation. Studio licensees become members of the company by paying an annual subscription of £10.

Studio Voltaire aims to showcase the achievements of its studio members.  We hold Open Studios and have a Members’ Exhibition at Studio Voltaire that is selected by an independent panel, which is open to both studio and associate members.  

An Annual General Members meeting is held every year.  Members will be given at least three weeks notification of the date and location of the meeting.  All studio members are required to attend the AGM.  If unavailable an apology must be given to the Chair.  The Board of Trustees/Directors is elected/re-elected by the studio members at the AGM.  

Studio Voltaire is an artist-led organisation, therefore we require a pro-active input from our studio members.

Applications
Applications for studios must be submitted by completing a Studio Voltaire application form with a current CV and up to 6 images of recent work (slides/photographs or other relevant material).   Please also include a stamped S.A.E. for the return of the application.  

When a studio becomes available we will review the applicant list and offer a license and membership to an artist that we believe will best meet Studio Voltaire’s artistic and charitable objectives.  

In the case of a shared studio, the suitability of the applicant will be further determined by the compatibility of the applicant with the existing licensee(s) and their respective working practices.  

Applicants whom the committee deems unsuitable or unable to meet Studio Voltaire’s requirements will be taken off the applicant list and informed in writing.  

The studio committee is comprised of two of the Artistic Directors, General Manager, a studio member and a Trustee. The committee will operate in rotation to ensure parity in the decision making process.  

Studio members must sign and accept the terms of a license agreement and studio policy. 

Equal Opportunities
Studio Voltaire will not discriminate against eligible applications on the grounds of gender, marital status, race, nationality, ethnic background, national origin, religion, disability or age.

Studio Voltaire as wheelchair accessible toilets for studio users. 

Subletting
Studio Members must make an application in writing if they wish to sublet their studio for up to three months.  This must be done three months in advance to allow the studio committee time to review the applicant list and find a sub-licensee.  In the event that an appropriate sub-licensee cannot be found, the member will asked to terminate their license or be financially responsible for the license for that period. 

Should a licensee need to sublet for longer periods, e.g. maternity leave, residencies etc., the application must be made in writing, three months in advance. Studio Voltaire reserves the right to refuse a sublet application and terminate a license, with good reason, giving three months notice. 

Sub-licensees will only be drawn from the applicant list and offered a sublet on approval of the studio committee.  Sub-licensees must sign a sublicense agreement.  They do not become an internal member.  Should a full studio license become available, sub-licensees do not have an automatic right to a license, although they will be considered a priority at the studio committee meeting. 

Sub-licensees must pay the license fee directly to the internal member, not to Studio Voltaire.  Studio members remain the license holder until their license is formally terminated. 

Occupancy
Studio members have 24-hour access to the building, the provision of electricity, heating and access to water and WC.   Please contact the General Manager for current license fees (rents).

Studio Voltaire provides affordable studio space to artists committed to contemporary art practice and the production of high quality artwork. It is not within Studio Voltaire’s charitable objectives to support artists who carry out business of any other description from their studio. 

Studio Voltaire aims to avoid having inactive studios at any time. If an artist is unable to use their studio regularly and is not pro-actively involved and positively interested in being a part of the organisation, they risk losing their license. 

Members and sub-licensees are not permitted to sleep in studios.   

Studio Reviews
Studio reviews will take place every 6 months.  Studios will be reviewed in terms of usage, commitment to the organisation and compliance with Studio Voltaire’s constitution and artistic aims.  Studio members who do not fulfil these aspects of the policy will be given 1 months notice on their license agreement. 

Communications Procedure
Any day-to-day practical questions, queries, problems or comments can be communicated to the General Manager or raised in person at the AGM meeting.  

Complaints or grievances can be made directly to the Board of Trustees via the Chair c/o the Studio Voltaire office.   

An elected studio member also sits on the Board of Trustees as a representative of studio members.  Please contact the office if you are unsure who this is.

Maintenance and Operations
Members and sub-licensees must actively demonstrate a commitment to Studio Voltaire.  Studio members are required to support the office staff with health and safety procedures as set out in the license agreement and to occasionally assist with building maintenance or invigilation. 

Licensees are responsible for reporting their needs, including any faults or necessary repairs to the office.  Studio corridors must be kept clear at all times.

For further information, please contact the General Manager.
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