Studio Voltaire to reopen in October 2021 following completion of a
transformative £2.8 million capital project with a William Scott survey
exhibition and series of new permanent commissions by artists Anthea
Hamilton and Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan.

Image: William Scott, Untitled, 2014, courtesy of the artist and Creative Growth.

Leading not–for–profit arts organisation Studio Voltaire has today announced that
its permanent home in Clapham, south London, will reopen to the public in October
2021, following completion of a transformative £2.8 million capital project designed by
architects Matheson Whiteley.
Studio Voltaire opens with the first solo exhibition of William Scott (b.1964, San
Francisco) outside of the USA – the first significant survey of his 30–year practice.
While deeply rooted in personal history, Scott’s paintings address wider questions
of citizenship, community and cultural memory. His portraits, predominantly of black
figures, encompass African American political leaders, celebrities and pop icons,
but also document members of his church, family, and residents of his native San
Francisco. Scott’s practice at large reimagines the social topography of this rapidly
gentrified city in works that combine architectural design with science fiction. Scott’s
paintings instead propose new utopian buildings, neighbourhoods and civic agencies
that together describe his compelling desire for a more equitable society. Studio
Voltaire is partnering with Creative Growth Art Center, a noted nonprofit serving
artists with disabilities based in Oakland, California, to present this exhibition. Scott
has practiced at Creative Growth since 1992. Further details about the exhibition will
be announced in the coming months.
Studio Voltaire has also commissioned artists Anthea Hamilton and Joanne Tatham
& Tom O’Sullivan to create a series of permanent installations for the building,
providing opportunities for playful, unexpected and inspiring encounters with artworks
embedded within and throughout the organisation.

Internationally renowned artist Anthea Hamilton (b. 1978, London), who is a long–
term resident of the local area and previously a studio holder at Studio Voltaire, will
create an artist’s garden for the site, her first–ever permanent work. This ambitious
project, both an artwork and a garden, will form a new, welcoming public entrance to
Studio Voltaire. Hamilton has responded to the architecture of the Victorian chapel
gallery, and references walled kitchen gardens, the bold geometry of 1970s design,
handcrafted folk art and vernacular architecture. Hamilton is interested in how the
garden will be used and traversed by visitors, creating informal seating areas and a
stagelike platform alongside a new pedestrian entrance, which will further open up the
site and better connect the organisation to its surrounding neighbourhood.
Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan (b. 1971/1967, West Yorkshire/Norfolk) have been
commissioned to produce an installation across Studio Voltaire’s public toilets. The
Institute For The Magical Effect Of Actually Giving A Shit (a note to our future self)
is the artists’ first–ever permanent commission, and includes bespoke, hand–glazed
ceramic tiles which draw from Tatham and O’Sullivan’s key motifs, in particular
staring, cartoon–like faces. Positioning their work within the context of a public toilet,
the artists’ vibrantly coloured installation employs humour and the absurdity of the
unexpected as a strategy for both disruption and generosity.
Studio Voltaire’s celebrated art and design shop, House of Voltaire, will have its first
permanent home on the site; and ActionSpace, a leading organisation supporting
artists with learning disabilities, will increase onsite studio provision and workspace.
The capital project, the most ambitious transition in Studio Voltaire’s 26–year history,
will significantly increase the amount and quality of support the organisation can
offer to artists, as well as transforming how visitors experience their buildings and
programmes, which will become more welcoming, porous and engaging.
The scheme will create 42% more artists’ studios providing affordable, high–quality
spaces to 75 artists and directly address the current citywide shortage of artist’s
workspace. Public spaces will increase by 233%, including the creation of a dedicated
learning and events space, public garden, café, artists’ kitchen, sculpture workshop,
and two onsite live/work spaces to house international residency programmes for the
first time.
The project has received £1.2 million of public funding via major grants from the
Mayor of London, Arts Council England - including transformative support from
Cultural Capital Kickstart Fund - and Stride, backed by the London Boroughs of
Lambeth, Lewisham, Southwark and Wandsworth. Further support has been raised
from individual donors, sales of works donated by artists and grants from trusts and
foundations. A full list of funders of The Studio Voltaire Capital Project can be found
on Studio Voltaire’s website.
The project is led by London–based architects Matheson Whiteley whose past projects
include Stuart Shave/Modern Art, London and Künstlerhaus Stuttgart, Germany, as
well as artists’ studios for Ryan Gander, David Noonan and Goshka Macuga. This is
their first public project in the UK. The project is built by Work Ltd who specialise
in the innovative use of Building Information Modelling to deliver sustainable and
innovative construction methods for cultural and gallery buildings.

Notes to Editors
Press contacts
For all image and press requests please contact
Sam Talbot sam@sam–talbot.com / +447725184630
Mary Doherty mary@sam–talbot.com / +447716701499

William Scott
William Scott (b.1964, San Francisco) has worked with the celebrated Creative Growth
Art Center in Oakland, California since 1992. Scott has presented solo exhibitions and
projects at Ortuzar Projects, New York (2020); White Columns, New York (2006, 2009),
and his work has been exhibited at Hayward Gallery, London (2013), Gavin Brown’s
enterprise New York (2007), Berkeley Art Museum, California (2011) and Palais de
Tokyo, Paris (2008). Scott’s work is part of the permanent collections of the Museum
of Modern Art, New York, and The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York.
Studio Voltaire’s opening programmes have received support from Cockayne Grants
for the Arts (The London Community Foundation).

Anthea Hamilton
Hamilton (b. 1978, London) is a long–term resident of the local area and a studio–
holder at Studio Voltaire. Nominated for the Turner Prize in 2016, Hamilton’s large–
scale solo exhibitions have included The Squash at Tate Britain (2018), Anthea
Hamilton Reimagines Kettle’s Yard at The Hepworth Wakefield (2016) and Lichen!
Libido! Chastity! at the SculptureCenter in New York (2015). Hamilton is represented by
Thomas Dane Gallery (London, Naples) and Kaufmann Repetto (Milan, New York).
Anthea Hamilton’s commission is supported by Outset Contemporary Art Fund.

Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan
Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan (b. 1971/1967, West Yorkshire/Norfolk) have
collaborated since 1995. The duo emerged out of an important generation of Glasgow–
based artists who brought international attention to Scotland’s contemporary
art scene, and have staged significant commissions at the Baltic Centre for
Contemporary Art (2018); Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (2017) and Tramway,
Glasgow (2014; 2010; 2001). In 2005 they represented Scotland at the 51st Venice
Biennale. This commission is a culmination of Studio Voltaire’s long–standing
relationship with Tatham and O’Sullivan, having collaborated on projects together
since 2004. Tatham and O’Sullivan are represented by The Modern Institute / Toby
Webster Ltd (Glasgow).
Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan’s commission is supported by Art Fund.

About Studio Voltaire
Studio Voltaire is one of the UK’s leading not–for–profit arts organisations. Its
pioneering public programmes of exhibitions, participation projects, live events and
offsite commissions have gained an international reputation.
The organisation has an outstanding track record of supporting artists at a pivotal
stage in their careers, championing emerging and underrepresented practices and
placing emphasis on risk–taking and experimentation. Many commissions are an

artist’s first solo exhibition in London or the UK.
Exhibiting artists have included Aaron Angell, Nairy Baghramian, Phyllida Barlow,
Monster Chetwynd, Anne Collier, Nicole Eisenman, Sharon Hayes, Jamian Juliano–
Villani, Nnena Kalu, Sanya Kantarovsky, Ella Kruglyanskaya, The Neo Naturists, Henrik
Olesen, Paulina Olowska, Elizabeth Price, Charlotte Prodger, Jo Spence, Cathy Wilkes
and Rehana Zaman.
Studio Voltaire commissions a wide range of participatory and offsite projects working
in collaboration with artists, local organisations, schools and community groups and
provides a much–needed resource of affordable and accessible onsite artists’ studios,
supporting the development of diverse individual and collective practices, from recent
graduates to internationally recognised practitioners.
Studio Voltaire is a registered charity and part of Arts Council England’s National
Portfolio.
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